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SERVING OUR Community's MARINES, SAILORS, COASTGUARDSMEN,
US MERCHANT MARINERS & THEIR FAMILIES SINCE 1963

Navy League of the US
Yu m a , A Z

Scheduled Meetings:
The Patio Restaurant,
Ave A - Yuma, AZ

19 OCT: General Mtg

6 PM

16 NOV: General Mtg

6 pm

14 DEC: Holiday Mtg

6pm

Upcoming Events:
OCT 14 Navy Ball, Dinner & Dance
(1800 –2000), Pueblo Club, MCAS
NOV 8
MCAS Uniform Pageant
(1000), Parade Field, MCAS
NOV 11 Yuma Veterans Day Parade (0900)
USMC Ball, Dinner and Dance
(1800-2300), the Q Resort, CA

COUNCIL MEMBERS WELCOME NEW
MCAS COMMANDING OFFICER
SEPT 2017

With summer travel behind us, the

Yuma NL kicked off their fall general meeting with
a visit from MCAS new CO, Colonel David Suggs,
USMC. The Colonel shared a tactical goal of more
MCAS-Yuma

community

involvement

and

a

strategic vision of increased joint service aviation in
Yuma skies. We applaud both objectives and, when
implemented, will support community efforts to
show off what Yuma has to offer.

Colonel Suggs addressing the
Council at the Patio Restaurant

AUG 2017

WE TOUR THE USNS MERCY

On a sunny San Diego day this past
August, many members and guests of

the Yuma Navy League Council were
treated to tour of our nation’s west coast
Hospital Ship, the USNS Mercy (TAH-19).
Mercy was built as an oil tanker, SS Worth,

by

National

Steel

and

Shipbuilding

Company, San Diego, in 1976. Starting in
July 1984, she was renamed and converted
to a hospital ship by the same company.
Members followed the exact same path as incoming patients would; from the
flight deck through triage, diagnostic and definitive treatment spaces. Once
below and traversing the wide hallways, everyone was reminded that this
ship (and it’s east coast sister, USNS Comfort) were constructed for major
combat operations during a Soviet—NATO armed conflict.

Contin. PG 4
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A CALL TO ACTION..

JUNE 2017
PRESIDENT
Bob Nidiffer
VP AT—LARGE
Valerie Millsum

2

While there are three full months left in calendar year 2017,
there are LESS THAN 20 DAYS when both houses are in
session. With so much on the line in these final days of the
legislative cycle, we encourage all members to engage with
your elected representative to ensure they give their full
attention to these important issues affecting our uniformed
services.
01 SEPT
While our Marines take pride in doing more with less, senior
Marine officers are warning that the Corps' aviation service is
being stretched to the breaking point.
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Today, the vast majority of Marine Corps aircraft can’t fly. The
reasons behind the grounding of these aircraft include the toll of
long wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the fight against ISIS and
budget cuts precluding the purchase of the parts needed to fix an
aging fleet, according to dozens of Marines interviewed by Fox
News at two air stations in the Carolinas this week. Out of 276
F/A-18 Hornet strike fighters in the Marine Corps inventory, only
about 30% are ready to fly, according to statistics provided by the
Corps. Similarly, only 42 of 147 heavy-lift CH-53E Super Stallion
helicopters are airworthy.
U.S. military spending has dropped from $691 billion in 2010 to
$560 billion in 2015. The cuts came just as the planes were returning from 15 years of war, suffering from overuse and extreme
wear and tear. Many highly trained mechanics in the aviation depots left for jobs in the private sector. Lack of funds has forced
the Marines to go outside the normal supply chain to procure
desperately needed parts. Cannibalization, or taking parts from
one multi-million dollar aircraft to get other multi-million dollar
aircraft airborne, has become the norm.
Maintaining high-performance Hornets is a challenge with 30,000
fewer Marines, part of a downsizing that has been ongoing since
2010.ometimes it takes the Marines 18 months to get parts for
early model F-18 jets whose production was halted in 2001. The
cuts include those made by the Obama administration as well as
the sequestration cutbacks agreed to by Congress.
NAVY LEAGUE members are encouraged to write or call their
elected members in Congress and stress the importance of our
Marines and Naval aircraft ability to continue their mission safely,
consistently, and in the numbers required.
Ed.
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Mcas Medical gets new o-i-c
Navy CDR Christopher Maldarella, MSC, USN (third from left,
below) was relieved of his post at our MCAS Branch Health Clinic
Yuma today during a change of charge ceremony. Chris will be
missed by all. However, he and his family will not be too far afield as
he will begin his next professional career at the Prescott AZ Veterans
Administration Hospital as a Physicians Assistant.

God Speed and Fair Winds, CDR Maldarella.

Navy LCDR Samuel Jarvis,
Optometrist, (pictured above).
LCDR Jarvis will take charge
of BHC Yuma and continue to
support MCAS active duty
Service members, families, and
Yuma veterans.
WELCOME ABOARD
LCDR Jarvis!

COUNCIL SPONSORS YUMA
2017 USN BIRTHDAY BALL
NEW:

The celebration of our

proud sea service’s 242nd year
will be onboard MCAS Yuma at
the air station’s Pueblo Club this
year.
The Yuma Council is honored to
provide the event’s guest speaker
(our third in last five years) and,
of

course,

will

provide

the

ceremonial cake.
Four (4) senior Yuma Naval Sea
Cadets will also be participating.
in the ceremonies. OooRah!

4

MERCY (contin from main PG):
USNS MERCY has a raised forecastle, a transom stern, a bulbous bow,
an extended deckhouse with a forward bridge, and a helicopter-landing deck with a flight control facility.
The Mercy class hospital ships are the third largest ships in the U.S. Navy Fleet by length, surpassed only by
the nuclear-powered Nimitz-class and Gerald R. Ford-class supercarriers.

Mercy’s primary mission is to provide rapid, flexible, and mobile acute medical and surgical services to
support Marine Corps Air/Ground Task Forces deployed ashore, Army and Air Force units deployed
ashore, and naval amphibious task forces and battle forces afloat. Secondarily, she provides mobile surgical
hospital service for use by appropriate US Government agencies in disaster or humanitarian relief or limited
humanitarian care incident to these missions or peacetime military operations…
…. next day, off to the Del Mar Races!
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS ~ JUL-SEPT
OUR CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE
This year, the membership decided to continue our
August council tradition and explore a Naval facility at
Naval Base San Diego. Luckily, Mercy was available
and as the previous pages illustrate, everyone had a
grand time walking her decks and receiving a most
thorough tour from her Executive Officer and crew
members… and best of all, Mercy had elevators!
Thanks to Valerie’s coordination, that evening everyone
enjoyed a fine dinner at Scrabbles Restaurant..
Saturday found Henry’s arrangements flawless (as
usual), with shaded tables by the Del Mar race track’s
finish line. There were the collection of groans and
happy yelps after each race—good times by all—with
Nancy R. being the “big dog winner” this day.
From and evening’s stroll around Shelter Island to
Sunday Brunch at the Brigantine, our Yuma Council’s
California Adventure never disappoints.
21 SEPT GENERAL MEETING: It always is nice
to see most members as we return from our travels
escaping the summer heat. Our general member-

ship welcomed back Col David Suggs USMC,
our new Commanding Officer for Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS), Yuma. The Colonel briefed
attendees on the expansion of our air stations
activities, recent addition of Marine Corps aviation
assets, and his enthusiasm for exploring ways for
joint service training participation with Air Force
and Amy units.

Bravo Zulu, Col Suggs!

CHAMBER MEGA MIXER
30 SEPT:

Our Yuma NL helps our sea cadets any

way we can. The Chamber of Commerce held their
Yuma Business Mega Mixer at the Civic Center
Friday and Saturday, Sept 29-30.

Our Council

secured a room both days for our Naval Sea Cadets
to showcase their program for all to see. What a
great return on our investment of time!

Our Sea

Eagles walked away with several new recruits and
new business sponsorships. Thanks Yuma Chamber!

YUMA NL SPONSORS USNA VISIT
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MC JROTC and Yuma Naval Sea Cadets listen as Navy League Council President
Bob Nidiffer welcomes ASU ROTC Instructors, the AZ US Naval Academy
representative, cadets students, and parents to our “Pathways to Success” seminar.

SEPT 30th: In direct support of the Navy League’s national mission; that of
supporting recognized Youth Leadership Programs, the Yuma NL Council
sponsored a public open-house at Kofa High School, Saturday afternoon.
Titled “Pathways to Success”, senior ROTC instructors from our Arizona
State University were joined by the southern Arizona US Naval Academy
representative to present their programs to all in attendance. Seated up front
were many uniformed cadets from the MCJROTC and Naval Sea Cadet
Corps - with many local students and parents in attendance as well. Council
President, Mr. Bob Nidiffer welcomed the crowd and stressed the importance
of events such as these for students to obtain information so necessary to
prepare for scholarships or Service Academy acceptance.
Using a blend of video, slides and oral presentations, the audience was
provided information on program requirements, obligations, and benefits.
Special thanks to Kofa High’s staff and Principal for offering their facility for
this event.

Bravo Zulu to all attendees!

Our MC for the day, ‘doc’
Hager spoke on the value
of College NAVY ROTC
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N AV Y S E A C A D E T S
N AV Y L E A G U E C A D E T S
2017 Summer training saw our cadets
travel all up the west coast (CAL Maritime
College, ANG Camp Roberts, MCB Camp
Pendleton), and as far as Iowa and GUAM!
Topics were just as diverse — from boot
camp basics to field medical aid to cyber
security to petty officer leadership.
We can be justifiably proud in their
accomplishments.

SEPT

OoooRah!

Returning to home, our cadets geared up for the Fall training season with a new twist. Our Navy

League Cadet number have grown to the point that Training Ship Sandburg will now conduct the lions
share of their training independently of the squadron— focusing on seamanship, marksmanship, and
earning their chance to sail their boats on the lake or even crew a US Navy patrol boat!

Our older Sea Eagle Squadron cadets are
HONOR,
COURAGE,
COMITTMENT

now cadet petty officers and thereby
taking charge of the squadron more and
more. We just stood up our first Cyber
Patriot

Team

and

will

soon

be

interviewing our first student pilots for
FAA Ground School !! Wow!

K N O W Y O U R M I L I TA R Y
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma
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was adopted by the Navy League of the

United States - Yuma Council in 1963 and has been an integral part of our Council's activity from the beginning. As a key mission of our organization, the Navy
league continues it’s financial and material support of our Marines, Sailors and
their families. We are proud to support the world’s premier Marine Air Ground
Task Force (MAGTF) weapons and tactics training facility.

HISTORY: The Department of the Navy signed for control of the base from the USAF on January 1, 1959, and
nine days later, Marine Col. L.K. Davis became the first commanding officer of the newly designated Marine
Corps Auxiliary Air Station. On July 20, 1962, the designation was changed to Marine Corps Air Station.

In 1987, Marine Aircraft Group 13, with Marine Attack Squadrons 211, 214, 311 and 513, replaced MCCRTG10 as the major tenant command on the station. The move also brought Marine Wing Support Squadron 371
to Yuma, joining Marine Air Control Squadron 7 and 2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Missile Battalion.
Throughout the fall of 1990, virtually every Marine Corps fixed-wing squadron that participated in
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm underwent pre-deployment training on Yuma’s ranges.
In November 2012, Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 121 (VMFA-121) became the world's first operational
F-35 squadron at MCAS Yuma. The arrival of the F-35B marked the beginning of a new chapter in Marine
Corps aviation history, bringing the latest and greatest aircraft in the world to the tip of America's
expeditionary spear.
The summer of 2015 saw the arrival of Marine Operational and Evaluation Squadron 22 (VMX-22) to MCAS
Yuma for the purpose of providing integrated operational testing. As an operation test and evaluation
squadron, VMX-22 is primarily responsible for conducting operational tests in support of newly developed
aircraft and programs.

MCAS YUMA—MISSION:

The mission of MCAS Yuma is to provide
aviation ranges, support facilities and
services that enable our tenants, other
Marine Corps commands, visiting military
and interagency forces to enhance their
mission capabilities and combat readiness.
The air station hosts approximately 70
aviation units, bringing an average of 600
aircraft and 14,000 personnel for ongoing
training that takes place throughout the
year.
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KNOW OUR MARINES - Col D. Suggs, USMC
Commanding Officer, MCAS Yuma
Colonel David A. Suggs, USMC graduated from Texas A&M

with a Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science in 1990. In June 1991,
he
attended the Marine Corps Officer Candidate Course (OCC) in Quantico,
VA, and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in August 1991. After
completing The Basic School (TBS) in April 1992, Second Lieutenant
Suggs attended flight school in Pensacola, FL, receiving his Naval Flight
Officer wings in May 1994. In October 1994, First Lieutenant Suggs
reported to VAQ-129 at NAS Whidbey Island, Washington for replacement
aircrew training in the EA-6B. After designation as an Electronic Counter
measures Officer, First Lieutenant Suggs was ordered to VMAQ-1 at
MCAS Cherry Point, North Carolina. While assigned to the “Banshees”, he
completed four unit deployments, one to Aviano, Italy in support of Operation DENY FLIGHT, twice to
Incirlik, Airbase Turkey in support of Operation NORTHERN WATCH, and again to Aviano, Italy in
support of Operation ALLIED FORCE. In December 1995 First Lieutenant Suggs was promoted to the
rank of Captain. During his tenure with VMAQ-1, he served as the Weapons Tactics Instructor, Electronic Warfare Officer, Administration Officer, and Logistic Officer. In June 1999, Captain Suggs reported
to Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron One (MAWTS-1) in Yuma, AZ. In October 2002 he
was promoted to the rank of Major. While attached to MAWTS-1 he served as the EA-6B Tactics
Instructor, and the MAWTS-1 Academics Department Head. He deployed with 3rd MAW in support of
Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (OIF) 1. In June 2003, Major Suggs was ordered to VMAQ-1 at MCAS
Cherry Point, North Carolina where he served as the Operations Officer, Night Systems Instructor, and
Defensive Tactics Instructor. While assigned to the “Banshees”, he completed one unit deployment to
Iwakuni, Japan. In 2005, Major Suggs reported to 2MARDIV and deployed to Ramadi, Iraq in support of
Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (OIF). He served as the Electronic Warfare Officer in charge of
implementing Ground CREW systems and created the first IED working group. In 2006, Major Suggs
reported to Lackland AFB, Texas, for joint duty with the Joint IED Defeat Organization. He served as the
Officer in Charge of training Army Brigade Combat Team’s on integration of Electronic Warfare and
Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance assets to defeat insurgent networks. In March 2007 Major
Suggs was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. In 2008, LtCol Suggs reported to MAG-14, and
assumed Command of VMAQ-4 “Seahawks” in January 2009. During LtCol Suggs’ command tour, the
squadron successfully deployed Al Asad Airbase Iraq in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (OIF),
and was the first USMC EA-6B squadron to accept the ICAP III aircraft. Following Command, LtCol
Suggs graduated from Top Level School (TLS) at the Navy War College in Newport, Rhode Island. In
2011, LtCol Suggs reported to II MEF, Camp Lejeune NC. He served as the G-5, Future Operations
Officer, and Force Deployment Officer. In Sept 2013 he was promoted to the rank of Colonel. In 2015,
Col Suggs reported to Marine Forces Europe and Africa, Stuttgart Germany, until his new assignment as
Commanding Officer, Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma AZ.
Awards include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal (with
strike/flight numeral “13”), Air Medal (with individual/flight numeral “2” with combat V), Navy and
Marine Corps Commendation Medal (with 3 awards and combat V), Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal and various unit awards and campaign medals.
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2017 SPONSORS - THANK YOU, ALL
NLUS Yuma
Council

PO Box 393
Yuma, AZ 85366

Your YUMA NL COUNCIL
In 1963, the Yuma Council adopted it’s first command, Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Yuma.
Since that time, several base reorganizations have occurred. Currently, in-garrison adoptees
include both MCAS Headquarters Staff and the Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron
(H&HS). H&HS is responsible to the Base CO for the day-to-day operations aboard the air
station to keep it running as a small “community within the community”. Approximately 600 Marines and Sailors are assigned to H&HS. With assistance from roughly 1,200 civilians who work
aboard MCAS Yuma, they work to keep the station operational through the efforts of a variety of
units and sections. Adopted sections include air traffic control, airfield operations, administration, logistics, range management, explosive ordnance disposal, communications, combat camera, aircraft rescue and firefighting, military police, postal, legal, public affairs, search and rescue, financial operations, and the dining facility.
Other adopted units include the USNS YUMA (EPF8), MCAS Yuma’s Navy Branch Health
Clinic, MCAS Branch Dental Clinic, US Navy Sea Cadet Corps’ Yuma Sea Eagle Squadron, and
US Navy League Cadet Training Ship Sandburg. Supported units include Yuma Young Marines
and Yuma MCJROTC.

E-mail us:
navyleagueyuma
@gmail.com

BHC
Yuma

1st Den BN
Clinic Yuma

American liberty is built on a
strong national sea service.
“Speak softly and carry a big stick;
you will go far”

US Pres. T. Roosevelt

TIME TO GEAR UP !!
YOUR YUMA NAVY LEAGUE
PRESENTS
The

We’re on the web!
http:www.
yumanavyleague.com/

“LIKE US” on Face Book
www.facebook.com/
navyleagueyuma

CRUISIN’ YUMA CAR SHOW
JANUARY 20th, 2018
at the
Fortuna De Oro RV Resort
Yuma AZ Foothills

